
history of this drink and, of 
course, to have a taste. 
Other activities include 
bowling, ice-skating and 
karting. So to all of you 
who have ever wanted to 
feel like a Formula 1 pilot: 
do not miss this nice op-
portunity. 
Let me conclude by wishing 
you all the best in the up-
coming years. I hope you 
will succeed to finish this 
unique program and to 
enjoy your stay in Belgium. 
If you have any suggestions 
for the board, other activi-
ties, etc., don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  
Hope to see you at our ac-
tivities! 
 
Your vice-president, 

Dear JOSS members, dear 
students, alumni and staff, 
 
First of all, on behalf of the 
full JOSS board, a big warm 
welcome to all new stu-
dents enrolled in the Mas-
ter of Statistics at Hasselt 
University. We hope you 
will have a very nice expe-
rience here in the small 
Belgium. Of course, also a 
renewed welcome to 
those second-year stu-
dents who survived the 
first year and to the staff 
and alumni.  
Let me start by introducing 
our organization. In full, 
JOSS is the Joint Organiza-
tion of Statistical Scholars. 
A first nice feature of JOSS 
is that there are no cum-
bersome subscription pro-
cedures. All students of 
the master program are 
automatically part of JOSS. 
You could have figured this 
out yourself already since 
you are reading our first 
newsletter. In addition, we 
will try to make life a little 
easier for you.  
Especially for the first year 
students, who have just 
arrived, the first weeks of 

the new academic year will 
be somewhat difficult. 
Most of them need to ad-
just to a completely differ-
ent culture with strange 
temperatures, a strange 
environment, strange peo-
ple and strange food. But, 
do not fear, JOSS is here!! 
Throughout the year, we 
will organize some activi-
ties to make you more fa-
miliar with the Belgian way 
of living. In this newsletter, 
we will look back at the 
final two activities of last 
year. We have a nice re-
port about our annual JOSS 
BBQ, which traditionally 
ends the academic year. 
You can also read a de-
tailed summary of the JOSS 
soccer tournament, which 
was won by the, by now 
graduated, second-year 
students. These two activi-
ties are also on the agenda 
for this year, so we can 
warn you already: the CEN-
STAT staff is eager to re-
gain the cup ;-)! 
The first upcoming activity 
is the Jenever Feast which 
is held annually in Hasselt. 
On October 18, we will go 
there to learn about the 

Foreword from the Vice-President 
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Introducing: The JOSS board 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

We say goodbye to An, Kim, Leen and Nolen. We would like to thank them for 

their hard work the past years. You will be missed.. But when some are leaving, 

new spirits join our group: Welcome Trishanta, Hilde and Leacky!! 

 

JOSS Board Structure Changes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/censtat/JOSS 

New/ Leaving/ Continuing 

Position 2013-2014 2014-2015 

President Yannick Vandendijck Yannick Vandendijck 

Vice President 
 

Stijn Jaspers Stijn Jaspers 

Treasurer Leen Prenen Robin Bruyndonckx 

Secretary Martin Otava Eva Santermans 

Scriptor Nolen Joy Perualila  
Thomas Neyens 

Lisa Hermans  
Thomas Neyens 

Entertainer Eva Santermans 
Lisa Hermans  

Robin Bruyndonckx 

Sammy Chebon 
Thomas Neyens 

PR Sammy Chebon 
An Creemers  

Leacky Muchene 

Sports Coordinator Kim van Kerckhove 
Martin Otava 

Martin Otava 

Website* / Hilde Pirard 

Photography / Trishanta Padayachee 
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Soccer 
Abdallah Kabwaago  
2nd year ICP-Biostatistics  

it is because it’s not what you think the game is 
about. To most people, soccer is boring, but 
there is more to the game. It is also my favour-
ite because you sharpen up your skill with your 
feet, and you get a whole bunch of exercise.  
 

I have heard from many people that soccer is a 
boring sport, but the truth is, it’s a very inter-
esting sport with a lot of excitement in it. When 
playing soccer, ball control is critical, you need 
possession of the ball in order to keep it away 
from the other team, and at times, it can be fun 
because if you have possession of the ball the 
whole game, you are guaranteed to win. Most 
kids my age say that soccer is just a bunch of 
sweaty guys chasing a ball around, but there is 
way more to it. In a soccer game, there are goal 
kicks, corner kicks, penalty kicks, penalty shots, 
and, throw-inn’s. A goal kick happens when a 
shot has missed the net, and you get a free kick 
in front of the goal. A corner kick is when the 
ball goes out of bounds between the goal post, 
and the corner, and the last person that 
touched it has to be on the team that is defend-
ing the goal. A throw-in is when the ball goes 
out on either side of the vertical field lines, you 
throw the ball in over your head and both feet 
have to be on the ground. When you are play-
ing, it’s hard at times, and most people think 
that you get no exercise from soccer. But in the 
positions I play, defence, you’ll definitely have. 
When you play defence, in some games, when 
you are playing a good team, you are running 
around the field like a chicken with its head cut 
off. Another position that people run a lot is 
mid-fielders. They have to play offence and they 
have to play defence, so they are running back 
and forth constantly to help on defence, and to 
help on offence.  
 
Most people, especially in the U.S, don’t know 
soccer, because they have football, and base-
ball and other sports that are popular. They 
think of soccer as a sport with a bunch of peo-
ple chasing a ball in, because they have never 
played or watched the sport. I wish that I was 

After sitting out for two months without kicking 
a ball, I felt like the world had come to an end 
just in a brink of time. However, this reminded 
me of such an experience worth sharing. I re-
member in year 2007 when I only managed to 
play for ten minutes in a game that we lost to 
fierce rivals, 1-0 as the score. This is a game 

where I got a ham-
string injury after an 
overstretch. Only 10 
minutes of game 
played and I could run 
no more. Now this was 
really a malevolent 
feeling. Neither did I 
knew that after 6 years 
of not having such an 
injury, that I would 

even ever get it again. But believe me not I had it 
two months ago while exercising my body. This 
was a Friday evening as usual in Fitlink at UHas-
selt. Of course after warming my body by 
trotting around the soccer pitch and making 
each and every muscle ready to do more exer-
cise through kicking the much awaited ball after 
a weeklong of class work, home works, projects, 
etc I could not believe myself when I got this 
nasty hamstring injury after a few minutes of 
play. This forced me to sit out for about two 
months to allow the muscle to heal. I MUST SAY 
I MISSED A LOT. Though the body could demand, 
I had no option but to rest it forcefully. I REAL-
ISED SOCCER REALLY HAD A GREAT IMPACT ON 
MY DAY TO DAY ACTIVITIES. 
 
Imagine you are in front of the goal. The ball 
sitting on top the penalty kick line, taunting you, 
and asking to be shot, you step forward and 
shoot, the goalie didn’t even see it coming, a 
clear game-winning goal. How much do you like 
soccer? Soccer is the most played sport world-
wide, and many people love the sport. Do you 
know why I think soccer is the best sport? I think 
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born in another country, like Spain, so I 
can live and breathe soccer, like the peo-
ple there do. A lot of people in the U.S. 
don’t know what soccer is about, but by 
writing this essay, I hope that I can change 
at least a few other perspectives about 
soccer. 
 

In addition, soccer 
players need skill in 
order to play the 
sport, because we 
don’t just chase a 
ball around a field. 
If you play soccer, 
you have to prac-
tice in order to win, 
just like any other 

sport, and you have to have skill. When 
playing a game, you need to do moves 
that you have practiced to get past the 
other teams defence and score a goal, and 
you also have to teach yourself mentally 
to think before you react. If you have the 
ball, and you can’t just kick it randomly 
and hope for the best, you have to think of 
your other teammates and work with 
them to get the ball up the field. I have 
now taught myself to think before I react, 
and now I can work with my other team-
mates, to get past the other team. Anoth-
er part of soccer that is very critical is pass-
ing. I mean most people think that we just 
chase the ball around, that is true with 
little kids playing soccer, but as we get old-
er, we have to pass and develop the way 
we play the game. The reason why I don’t 
think of soccer like it’s a bad sport is be-
cause I play soccer, and I know that soccer 
isn’t like everything that everybody says 
about it.  
 
Additionally, you need to be fit in order to 
play soccer, because you are constantly on 
the field, and you don’t get a lot of breaks, 

because the game never really stops ex-
cept for halftime. Like I said before, when 
you’re on defence, and if you are playing a 
good team, you can be running around a 
ton, and you get tired really easily. Espe-
cially, when you are in a bad situation 
when someone is on a breakaway, you will 
have to sprint down the field to try to stop 
them. Another position that you get a lot 
of exercise in is mid-field. Mid-fielders play 
both offence, and defence, so they can be 
running back, and forth, and back, and 
forth nearly the whole game and that can 
get very tiring. If you play soccer a lot and 
over a long time, you develop good leg 
strength and you learn how to control it to 
become a better player. I know, especially 
since I play defence, that at times, you can 
get extremely tired, and you will have to 
keep on playing until you hear the whistle 
blow three times, marking the end of the 
game. Exercise is critical to the human 
body, and you get a whole bunch of it dur-
ing soccer season. 
 
Why isn’t soccer the best sport? It must 
be, because millions of people play it 
around the globe, and they must like it if 
they play it. I know that there are some 
rumours out there that say that soccer is a 
boring sport, but I think it’s better than 
other sports because it’s not what some 
people think it is. You sharpen up you skills 
with your feet, and you get a ton of exer-
cise that can help you health wise. Next 
time you have a soccer ball, try it out! 
Don’t be afraid to take the kick.  

TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO TRY IT EVERY FRIDAY 

AT FITLINK  
17h00 TO 19h00 
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Soccer Tournament 

On April 25, 2014 there was a football gala organ-
ised by JOSS and the teams to compete included 
First and Second year students and the Censtat 
Staff. The games were played at Fitlink at Hasselt 
University. This was a well anticipated event as fans 
show up in their colours to support their teams. 
Match time was 17:00 pm. The referees went out 
on the field followed by the players. First match 
was First year against Censtat Staff. The formations 
employed by both sides was an exhibition of mixed 
models. The two (2) captains and the referee went 
in the center circle to flip a coin to see witch team 

would get the ball first. Jonathan 
Grant won the coin toss and got the 
ball first. The match was on its way 
and in the 15th minute of play, year 
one had scored their first goal and 
their fans cheered and shouted; 
GOAL, GOAL!  
 

Many people dream to become most successful in 
their endeavour as life is ternary. Most people 
achieve their goals by hard work, dedication, & de-
termination with the support and encouragement 
from parents, teachers, friends and colleagues .  
 
Sometimes self motivation or inspiration of other 
successful persons. So, many people experience 
happy day(s) in their life. I am lucky to be one 
among those successful people and I also experi-
enced one of the happiest days in my life. One very 
exciting and interesting event took place in my life 
recently.  
 
I shall never be able to forget it. It was the month of 
April ,2014. I had been counting days very eagerly 
for the day to lead my team to glory. Not only glory 
but also revenging on the Censtat team that robbed 
our victory the year before, 2013.  As the next team 
(Year two) to play, definitely all eyes were on the 
stars of the day most especially the captain who 
was Abdallah aka Abu. By end of the game between 
Censtat and Year two, which was a thriller like, Cen-

stat had been crashed or massacred or humiliat-
ed in front of their own fans and those who 
joined to support them; Censtat 1 - 7 Year two. 
With the only hat trick of the game coming from 
the year two captain, he also was the top scorer 
of the Joss soccer galla with 5 goals. This time it 
was a very "sweet" revenge as football fans can 
put. The humiliation did not only end there but 
the defending champions (Censtat) had lost all 
their games by end of the day having a very 
huge negative goal difference which was -8 of 
course after losing to year one, 4 - 2. 
 
As the climax of the gala approached the giants 
Year one and year two had come on to the 
pitch. This was so much anticipated by the year 
one fans who thought it was a done deal not 
knowing that the year two team had more skills 
to display. First half of the game ends with year 
one leading 2-0, like an inspirational captain I 
had to tell my teammates that "we can still get 
back in the game". This reminded me of the say-
ing back home in my country that says "Owa 
manyi ge takeela" literally translated as "Of en-
ergy does not early". Second half begins with 
year two emotionally energised while year one 

thought it was 
over. Few minutes 
into the game year 
two scores 

through their captain, 
just after another mi-
nute Ashiraf  aka Kim 
equalises for the year 
two. The first year team and fans could not be-
lieve it. No sooner had they known that year 
two only needed a draw to lift the JOSS soccer 
cup, the game ended. Jubilations began instant-
ly from the year two side and the day ended 
with year two handed with the trophy. As I write 
this, I can authoritatively and with evidence say 
that Year two is now the current JOSS Soccer 
Cup Champions. 

Abdallah Kabwaago  
2nd year ICP-Biostatistics  
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Censtat BBQ 
At the end of the second exam period, a BBQ is what we all need. Students, professors and 
others come together for our yearly tradition. An evening well spent with good company and 
nice food.  
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Activity Calendar 

Each year we organise a lot of nice activities for all of you. The list below gives you already an 
idea. The first one coming up is the Jenever feast, October 18th.   
 
 October: Jenever Feast 
 November: Bowling 
 December: Ice skating 
 January: End of Exams Part 
 February: City Trip 
 March: karting 
 April: Soccer 
 
Besides these monthly events, there is also the weekly Friday football in the Fitlink, which 
starts already on October 10, 17h-19h.  
 

Read our e-mails carefully if you don’t want to miss it!! 

 that the Introduction Day for the new students is September 29? We want to welcome all 
the incoming Master students as well as our new PhD students! 

 
 that Chellafe Ensoy, a Censtat colleague and old JOSS board member, defended her PhD 

this month? Congratulations!! 
 
 that the past few months there was a Censtat Baby Boom? Congratulations to Leen, Kim, 

Niel, An and Anneleen with your beautiful babies! 
 
 that you can join us on Facebook (group: JOSS - students, staff and alumni of master in 

statistics) to stay up to date with the latest information releases, upload and download 
pictures, share stories etc.? 

 
 that Graduates of 2013 who want to stay member of JOSS have to send an e-mail to 

joss@uhasselt.be ?  
 

Did You Know... 
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Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

Feedback 

We welcome your comments and 

feedback on this newsletter. Please 

email your feedback to 

 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Contributions:  

If you would like to contribute an 

article or to let us know about a 

news item or an event in your life, 

please send an e-mail to 

 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Web:  

http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/

censtat/JOSS 

And join us on facebook! 

Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off 

with the nice "CENSTAT" 

logo on my belly, or just as 

a souvenir of your nice 

stay in Belgium. And this 

for only 5 euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, please hurry to Thomas, room 

E132. I will be waiting for you.  

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are still 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 10 euro, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir from your days at UHasselt. You 

can ask any JOSS board member if you wish to purchase one . 


